Autotransfusion of blood contaminated by intestinal contents.
In a series of 183 emergency operations in which intraoperative autotransfusion was used, 14 patients received blood contaminated by intestinal contents. Six of the 14 patients died early in the postoperative period, four of whom had received more than 16 liters of blood. Only two of the eight survivors had received comparable amounts of blood (13 and 17.5 liters). All eight received antibiotics upon admission; four had positive blood cultures within 24 hours of operation. Complications included acute tubular necrosis in three patients and bowel obstruction with intra-abdominal abscess in another. One of the patients with acute tubular necrosis died six weeks later; all others recovered. We believe this procedure may be life-saving in some cases.